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BEING 
ConsipERATIoNns on the State of the Britifh Trade, &c. 





From Tuesday, May 26. to Chursvay, May 28.1713. 





Mi enting the Erench Trade, a Prattice begun in the Reign of King Charles JI. 
"4 | salov ial falfe Paper , intitled , A Scheme of the Trade between England and France, 


Printed in the Reign of King Charles //. 


The fame: Reprinted now, and given at the Door of the Houfe of Commons. 
The Frauds, falfe Affertions, and the unfair Caleulations of that Paper expofed. 
Another Account from the Cuftom-houfe produced , prov'd alfo erroneous. | 


A Scheme for the next Mercator. 





HE Nature of the thing requird,that the 
firft of thefe Papers fhould be taken up with 
Generals. The Particulars are fo copious 
and extenfive, and efpecially their Number 
fo prefling, that no Time or Room can be fpard for 
Preambles and Introductions. 

It is laid down in the former Paper,as the Bafis of 
the prefent Queftion, That the French Trade, or the 
Trade between Britain and France, not only now is, 
but always has been carried on to the Advantage of this 
Nation. It furprizes the Readers at firft View, as it was 
expected: The Town is big with Expectation, that fo 
firange a thing, and fo clafhing with vulgar Opinion, 
fhall be made out. In order to give them full Satisfa- 
tion, it will be very proper firft to expofe the Arts 
and Contrivances, dnd how managed, by which this 
Error came to prevail firft upon the Minds of Men; 
how the People came to be impofed upon, and .to re- 
ceive it as an uncontroverted Truth, that we loft by 
that Trade, which on the contrary has fo good Teftimony 
on its fide to prove its being cunftantly gainful to us, 

This is fo material to the Evidence of the Affirma- 
tive, that altho’ this Paper fhall ftudioufly thun Jnve- 
étives, and treat Mens Follies with*as much Tendernefs 
as may be; yet fuch Delufions may not efcape juft Cen- 
fure, that they may fpread no farther, and that the De- 
luded may be refcued from the Mifchiefs thar attend it. 

In the Year 1674. King Charles I, having appointed 
Commiffioners for a Treaty of Commerce with France, 
the faid Commiffioners defired fevera) Merchants of 
London to give them their Opinion of the State of our 
Trade of that Kingdom. 

It might be material in this Cafe, to hint,how the 
Publick Affairs ftood at that time, and what Methods 
were then taken by a Party of Men tommake Breaches 
between the King and his Subjcéts; to which wicked 
Purpofe the Account of Trade now mentioned was par- 
ticularly made Serviceable; But it is enoughyto name 
thofe things: It were to be withed the fume evil Defigns 
were not too much revived at this time; perhaps then 
the fame Corrupt Methods would not fo well fait tlie 
Purpofes of thofe whe,carry them on. 





+ 


The Merchants in order to comply with the Com- 
miffioners Order, or, as might be truly faid, with the 
Party:-Defign abovementiond, gave in a Paper, whicla ” 
they call’d A Scheme of the Trade,as it was* then carryed 
on between England and France: by which they pretended, 
that the French gained by us Yearly above Nine hundred 
and fixty thoufand Pounds Sterling. 

It is not fo much wonder’d ar,thar fuch an Infolence 
could be offer’d, and things fo palpably falfe and frau- 
dulent could be THEN put upon the Government, for 
Reafons drawn from theCircumftances of the King’s Af- 
fairs at that time; But it is very furprizing to fee,that Pa- 
per Re-printed at this time, given about at the Doors of 
our Rarliament Honfés and elfewhere, and made ufe of 
as the Fundamental, the Teft or Touchftone of the 
French Trade, and#as.an unqueftion’d Authority to 
Argue from in this Matrer, 

he prefenr Government, rather inclining to pity, 
than refent the Injurious Treatment they’ meet with in 
thefe Cafes, tho’ they cannot be infenfible of what fuch 
Behaviour deferves, yet are pleafed to remit thefe People 
to the Reproaches , which all Men will believe due to 
them, when the Truth of thefe things comes to be 
known, 

The Frauds in the faid Scheme of Trade now Printed 
and handed about as above, and which are needful to be 
obferv'd here, befides fuch,as will farther ap pear hereafter, 
are thefe. 


1. They draw an Account of a Years Export to 
France, and a Years Import from France; but to give 
the Advantage to their Defign, they take the Year 1668. 
for the hxport, being the Year immediately after the 
Tariff of 1667. which doubledthe Duties on our Goods 
in France, and confequently was the loweft' Year they 
could find; and forthe Import they take the Year 1674. 
which was the higheft Year they could pitch upon, an 
thefe they fer one againft the other: The unfiirnefs of 
which, and the difference,which that partial Method 
makesitithe Account, the Particulars which are preparing 
wil Expofe, 
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%. To heighten the Account of our Import from, 
France, they enumerate all the kinds of Goods , why 









|. webring from thence; And on the other hand, tol 

| ~ the Sum Exported, they wholly omit all the Grows} 

. Produce of our Plantations, our Eaft-India, Taek 

~~ other Trades, which are Yearly Exported bygiearufics 

' and amount to a very great Sums page ie os 

3. In the Account of H rarice, they 

' grofly Enhance the € : they fay 
we Imported One hundred™and fifigfeaiand Pound of 


wrought Silks, and Stxty thoufand Pieces of Lockram 
an@ Dowlas in the Year 1674. whereas by the Cuftom- 
Houfe Accounts, nothing near any fuch Quantity, either 
of Linnens,or Silks, was ever brought into England in 
One Year, as fhall particularly appear. 


4. The Quantities of Englifh Manufaatures Exported, 
of which they give an Account, does no way agrce with 
the Cuftom-Houfe Books, and the Value of fine Goods 
and coarfe are Confounded. 


§. Put the Account of Wine and Brandy Printed in 
this Paper, and aftirmedté be Imported from Michaelmas 
1668, to Michaelmas 1669. is worth any Man’s while to 
Remark upon. They fay,there was Imported in that 
time Eleven thoufand Ton of Wine,and Four thoufand 
[ Ton of Brandy, whereas by the Books of the Cutiom- 

Loufe, there appears to be Imported in the Port of London 
|} no more than Fivethoufand feven hundred and twenty fix 
| 1} Tons of Wines, and Three hundred thirty three Tons 


of Brandy. 
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| Jt may give the Reader fome Labour to enter into 
the Particulars of an Account fo erroncous as this ap- 
pears to be ; to fave which Trouble, it is defign’d,that 
an exact Calculation of the Difference,which thefe wil- 
ful Prevarications produce in the real Value of the 
Exports and Imports fhall be made publick, by which 
it will be moft clearly proved, that even in thofe very 
Years, viz. 1668. and 1674. wherein: by this Account 
the French Tradevoversrun the Englifh Trade Nine 
hundred and fixty thoufand Pounds per Ann. On the 
contrary, by a juft.and rrue Account, che Englifh Trade 
had the Gain, and the Value of our Exports exceeded 
the Value of our. Imports in a-confiderable Sum. 

This will farrher be cleared: up to us, by taking to 

jeces another Account given really'fiom the Cultom- 
bronte, of the Value of the Exports and Imports in the 
Port of London to and from France, for two Years, 
viz. from Michaelmas 1662,. to Michaelmas 1663. and 
from Michaelmas 1668 to Michaelinas .1669. Thete 
1wo Accounts fland thus. 


Imported from France trom I. Re 
Michaelmas 1602. to Michael- » 643.705 ©10 00 
mas 1663. 

Exported 





375.505 06. OO 











Jallanee, againft England-— 268.641 10 ©O 





Imported trom France from 








Michaelmas 1668. to Michael- > 541.543 15 00 
mas 1660. a \ 
Exported 108.699. C4 Cd 
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Ballance againft 432-844 12 60 











“Thefe Accounts, it muft be acknowledged, are much 













my odefter. than thofe above; for inftead of Sixty thoufand 


esof Lockram and Dowlas, which the other Paper 
were Imported Anno 1668. this Account charges 


Twenty five thoufand and fourteen Pieces, and for One 


undred and fifty thoufand Pounds weight of wrought 
Silks, this Account owns but Six thoufand four hundred 
and eight Pounds ; but yet this Account lies opento two 
manifeft Errors, which being allawd for, will im- 
mediately Transfer the Ballance from the Debt to the 
Credit of the Englith Trade. 


1. That among the Exports to France are entirely + 


omitted, as before, all our Re-exportations or Goods of 
Foreign Growth Exported by Costificate, (viz.) Sugar, 
Tobacco, Indico, Dying-Wood, Cotton, Ginger, &c. 
from our own Collonies, and which are to be efteem’d 
as our own Growth} as alfo our Eaft-India Goods’ and 
Turkey Goods, befides the Trade of other Countries 
Exported, which put together will amount to a very 
large Sum, the Particulars whereof, as above, will be 
made Publick, 


2. That in this Account of Imports from France, the oa 


Wine and Brandy is Charged at the Price fold here after 
the Freight Cuftoms and Charges were paid, (viz.) the 
Wine at Thirty fix Pound per Ton, and the Brandy at 
Forty five Pound per Ton, which being reduced to 
ea. ‘ ) . =f te : ) pam * oe nee a — beminmend 
Eight Pound or Nine Pound _per Ton which” Was the . 


moft which one with another was the Coft in France at 
that time, will take off in that one Article alone from 
the Ballance One hundred feventy feventhoufand three 
hundred and fixteen Pounds ; and tlic Jike in many other 
Particulars. 








No wonder the Trade to France under thefe mifre- 
prefentations, has been efteem’d a general Mifchief to 
the Nation; if it were needful many more fuch miftakes 
and unfair Calculations might be expofed, but as thefe 
fuficiently take off from the Pretence on one hand, fo 
ina few Days a true Scheme of the Trade fhall be Exhi- 
bited in theic Sheets, fo to put it pait any more Difpute, 
that what has beenaffirm’d is true, (viz.) That che French 
Trace has always been to our Advantage. 

To bring this down to the Queftion in hand, the 
next Paper fhall let us fee,whar Care has been taken in 
the prefent Treaty to remove all the Obfiructions,that 
lay in the way of our Trade. How all, that tae “aglia 
Merchants defir’d or reprefented as need fil for them,lias 
been granted : How the Duties on our Goods in France 
arc reduced to the fame Rates,as they were at when we 
had the largeft and moft beneficial Trade with them ; 
and how the few Exceptions that are made (tho’ ne- 
thing were to be abated, as it is yet hoped there may) 
wil] not prevent our ftill carrying on a very Gainful 
Trade into France: And laftly, How great Duties the 
French are ftillto pay in England for thofe Goods, we 
{hall take from them? and how the faid Duties effectually 
pielerve ie feveral Manufactures of Silk in England 
fom bene in any Danger by the Treaty. 

“In doing this, the Explanations of the Table pub- 


‘lith'd in the former Paper will come of Courfe, with a 


particular Account of how,and by what Steps,the feve- 
ral Duties upon our Goods in France have been raifed, 
and what the ftate of our Trade has been from the Yeat 
1664. to the prefént time. 





, LONDON: Printed for Bens. TcooxKxe, at the Temple-Gate, and 
Joun Barser, on Lembeth-Hill. (Price 3 Half-pence. ) 
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